Cutaneous necrosis and pulse oximetry.
We report on two patients who developed cutaneous necrosis from the use of pulse oximetry monitoring. One developed digital skin necrosis from a finger sensor, while the other had a lesion of the pinna from an ear probe. Pulse oximetry monitoring is often used in the management of anesthetized and critically ill patients. Recognition of cutaneous necrosis with pulse oximetry may prevent unnecessary evaluation and prompt initiation of simple measures to protect against its occurrence.